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defense, the Congress, by joint resolution ap-
proved May 16, 1957, as amended (36 U.S.C. 
120), has designated the third Friday in May 
of each year as ‘‘National Defense Transpor-
tation Day,’’ and, by joint resolution ap-
proved May 14, 1962, as amended (36 U.S.C. 
133), declared that the week during which 
that Friday falls be designated as ‘‘National 
Transportation Week.’’

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim Friday, May 16, 2003, 
as National Defense Transportation Day and 
May 11 through May 17, 2003, as National 
Transportation Week. I encourage all Ameri-
cans to learn more about how our modern 
transportation system enhances our economy 
and contributes to our freedom. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this ninth day of May, in the year 
of our Lord two thousand three, and of the 
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-seventh. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., May 13, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on May 14. This item was not 
received in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue.

Proclamation 7677—National Safe 
Boating Week, 2003 
May 9, 2003

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
As summer approaches, Americans are 

looking forward to enjoying our Nation’s riv-
ers, lakes, and oceans. National statistics 
show that recreational boating is safer today 
than ever before, with the number of boating 
fatalities declining even as the number of 
boats increases. However, lives continue to 
be lost needlessly, and we must remain com-
mitted to boating safety. During National 
Safe Boating Week, we are reminded that 
practicing simple steps can make recreational 
boating safer and more enjoyable. 

This year’s theme, ‘‘Boat Smart. Boat Safe. 
Wear It!’’ highlights the importance and ease 
of wearing life jackets. Drowning remains the 
number one cause of recreational boating fa-
talities. According to the United States Coast 
Guard, nearly 80 percent of those who died 
in boating accidents in 2001 were not wear-
ing life jackets. In many of these cases, life 
jackets were available on board, but were 
useless to the passengers in the boats because 
the speed and suddenness of the accident 
prevented them from having time to put on 
their life jackets. The chances of surviving 
a serious boating accident increase dramati-
cally by wearing a life jacket. Modern life 
jackets are smaller, lighter, and more flexible, 
making them easier and more comfortable 
to wear. 

The National Safe Boating Council, the 
National Association of State Boating Law 
Administrators, and the U.S. Coast Guard are 
working with other campaign partners to en-
courage safe boating practices through the 
2003 North American Safe Boating Cam-
paign. In addition to wearing life jackets, the 
campaign encourages boaters to enroll in a 
boating safety class, to ensure that boats are 
properly maintained and checked for safety, 
to follow regulations and guidelines relating 
to homeland security issues, and not to con-
sume alcohol when operating a boat. More 
information about staying safe on the water 
is available by visiting the U.S. Coast Guard’s 
Office of Boating Safety website at 
www.uscgboating.org. By improving our 
skills and increasing our knowledge of rec-
reational boating safety, we can reduce the 
loss of life, the injuries, and the property 
damage that occur on our waterways. 

Safe boating also contributes to homeland 
security and frees the time of public safety 
officers to focus on enforcement issues. The 
same Coast Guard members, marine patrol, 
police, and fire officers who respond to rec-
reational boating accidents are also respon-
sible for protecting the security of our ports 
and waterways. By avoiding boating acci-
dents, Americans can help these officials de-
vote more time and effort to safeguarding 
our homeland. 

In recognition of the importance of safe 
boating practices, the Congress, by joint res-
olution approved June 4, 1958 (36 U.S.C. 
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131), as amended, has authorized and re-
quested the President to proclaim annually 
the 7-day period prior to Memorial Day 
weekend as ‘‘National Safe Boating Week.’’ 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim May 17 through May 23, 
2003, as National Safe Boating Week. I en-
courage the Governors of the 50 States, the 
District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico, and the officials of other areas 
subject to the jurisdiction of the United 
States, to join in observing this occasion. I 
also urge boaters to learn about proper boat-
ing practices, including the wearing of life 
jackets, and to take advantage of boating safe-
ty programs throughout the year. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this ninth day of May, in the year 
of our Lord two thousand three, and of the 
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-seventh. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., May 13, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on May 14. This item was not 
received in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue.

The President’s Radio Address 
May 10, 2003

Good morning. This week with a vote in 
the House of Representatives, Congress took 
a positive step towards passage of my jobs-
and-growth proposal. The plan I submitted 
would create more than a million jobs by the 
end of next year through immediate tax relief 
for American families and businesses. 

Since I sent my plan to Congress in Janu-
ary, the need for action on the economy has 
become even more urgent. The unemploy-
ment rate last month reached 6 percent, as 
many employers continue to hold back on 
the kinds of investments that lead to new 
jobs. The bill that passed the House of Rep-
resentatives this week includes all the ele-
ments of my plan: cuts in income tax rates 
this year; reduction of the marriage penalty; 
an increase in the child credit from $600 to 

$1,000; an increase in the expensing provi-
sion for small-business investment in new 
equipment; and action to reduce the double 
taxation of dividend income. 

These reforms would bring immediate 
help throughout our economy. They would 
leave more money in the hands of families 
who need it to make purchases and to pay 
the bills. And this tax relief would give em-
ployers greater incentives and resources to 
invest in new equipment. The result will be 
more jobs, and that is our goal. 

We are also making progress on passing 
tax relief in the Senate. The Senate Finance 
Committee has approved legislation that in-
cludes important aspects of my proposal. I 
urge the Senate to complete its work next 
week so the House and Senate can work out 
their different versions and get a tax relief 
bill to my desk as soon as possible. This 
week’s progress demonstrates that both 
houses of Congress and both political parties 
agree that tax relief will help this economy. 
Now the discussion is about how much tax 
relief the American people need and deserve. 
We need at least $550 billion in tax relief 
over the next decade, big enough to make 
a real difference in the paychecks of Amer-
ican workers, big enough to help entre-
preneurs create more jobs, and big enough 
to give our economy the boost it needs. 

This past week, I met a small-business 
owner named Luke Brindley. Luke and his 
family started their Virginia business less 
than 2 years ago with 5 employees, and now 
they’re up to 25. Here’s what Luke says: ‘‘Any 
break we get encourages us to hire more peo-
ple and buy more equipment.’’

Next week, I will travel to New Mexico, 
Nebraska, and Indiana to address the Na-
tion’s hardworking small-business owners, 
families, and investors. My message to them 
will be simple: The surest way to grow this 
economy and create jobs is to leave more 
money in the hands of the people who earn 
it. 

I urge every citizen to participate in this 
important debate and to make your voice 
heard. Explain to your local representative 
or your Senators what tax relief would mean 
to your family and your business, and please 
tell the members of Congress why our econ-
omy needs that relief now. 
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